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Service is a passport wherever one may go, for it marks one as being a graduate 
nurse of good repute and good training. At this time of need, let us arise and 
equip ourselves for service, demonstrating that we are ready and willing to do 
our part in any way we can. 
California. An Old Graduate. 

MISTAKEN KINDNESS 

Dear Editor: The Golden Rule is frequently violated by Christians through 
mistaken kindness. It is my privilege as a Daughter of the King and a trained 
nurse to be with the sick and dying. I am sometimes distressed in seeing Chris- 
tian people let their loved ones enter eternity without preparing them for their 
departure, or giving them an opportunity to repent, confess, or to partake of the- 
Holy Sacrament. They keep silent for fear of hastening death by shock or of 
causing distress. Of course sick persons are kept in a cheerful atmosphere by 
doctors and nurses, but when the case is hopeless, is it not cruel to keep them in 
ignorance of the fact that they are soon to face God? Occasionally a Christian 
physician will ask the family of the patient to let him know that he can do noth- 
ing more and will leave the news to be told by those who are nearest and dearest 
to him. Frequently the doctor's suggestion is unheeded. Sometimes I venture 
to suggest that perhaps the person would like to see a clergyman, but no, this 
might awaken a consciousness of the serious character of the illness and thereby 
hasten his departure a few hours. They wrong their loved one by keeping silent. 
The dying person may have lived a model life, but is it right not to let him know; 
for who is so good, that he does not need all that the Church can offer at such 
times? But to see them go into the long sleep in absolute ignorance that they 
are about to pass through the Valley of the Shadow of Death and not be able to 
whisper words of comfort is sad to one who would like to tell them they are 
going where "There is no pain" and where "God will wipe away all tears from 
their eyes." For to the true believer, "Perfect love casteth out all fear." 
Washington, D. C. B. B. 



